IX

FIRST CAMPAIGN FOE THE PRESIDENCY
1880

THE records show that General Weaver was
granted leave of absence ''indefinitely" from
June 7, 1880, by the House of Representatives,
Congress itself adjourning that year on June
16th.124 No reason was given for the action;
but it was understood that such leave would
allow him to attend the Greenback National
Convention which was to meet in Chicago on
June 9th, and by which he was to be nominated
for the Presidency. His prominence in Iowa as
a Eepublican leader before his change of
parties, supplemented by his activity in Con-
gress for two sessions, made him inevitably one
of the most promising Greenback presidential
probabilities in 1880. He seems to have been
very optimistic in regard to the prospects for
the Greenbackers playing an important part in
the election.126

There was clearly a chance that the new
party might hold the balance of power in the
next Congress as it had hoped to do in the
Forty-sixth Congress. The narrow escape
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